METRO HOUSING COALITION ENGAGES
IN POLITICS ON BEHALF OF MEMBERS

The Metro Housing Coalition (MHC), the
political committee of the Home Builders Association of Metro
Denver, works to educate candidates to local and state elected
office - as well as seated officials - about housing industry issues.
Led by a board of directors composed of twenty HBA builder and as-
sociate members, the MHC participates in the election process and
conducts individual meetings, workshops and events. Thus, the MHC
strives to fulfill its mission of identifying and supporting pro-business
and economic growth candidates in state and local elections within
the HBA's territory of eight counties and 32 municipalities.

Monies used by the MHC for contributions to state and lo-
cal candidates are provided by the members of the HBA. Each
renewing HBA member voluntarily contributes $50 to the MHC
as a standing component of his or her annual HBA
membership dues. In addition to speaking with a
single, powerful voice on behalf of the industry,

a significant benefit to members of pooling their
funds through a political committee is that candi-
dates only report contributions they received from
a political committee. They do not report those
contributions as originating from a person who
contributed to the political committee.

Members of the MHC govern the Coalition and
decide which candidates receive contributions or
other types of support only after a lengthy vetting
process with each interested candidate. Support
goes to those candidates who understand the
importance of a vibrant and affordable housing
market. Most contributions are given during fall
elections, but some cities conduct spring elections.

The Coalition has proudly worked on behalf of
the HBA by vetting, educating and endorsing suc-
cessful candidates, maintaining an average success
rate of 80% over the past five years. Establishing
and enhancing relationships with the leaders of the
communities in which our members live and work
is critical to HBA advocacy efforts, making the work
of the MHC a vital component of industry stability.

Why is the MHC a political committee and not a political ac-
tion committee (PAC)? This is a very common question and the
answer relates to changes in Colorado campaign finance law.

On September 1, 1981, the MHC was established as a State of Col-
orado political action committee and was then named Metro Housing
Political Action Committee, Inc. Due to the 2002 passage of Colorado
Constitutional Amendment 27 making changes to campaign finance,
the state no longer recognizes political action committees — only
political committees. Article XXVII of the Colorado Constitution defines
a political committee as “any person, other than a natural person,
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or any group of two or more persons, including natural persons that
have accepted or made contributions or expenditures in excess of
$200 to support or oppose the nomination or election of one or more
candidates and does not include political parties, issue committees,
or candidate committees.” Political action committees, commonly
known as “PACs” are generally geared towards federal candidates.
Prior to the January 21, 2010 Supreme Court decision in Citi-
zens United v. Federal Election Commission, PACs and individuals
were the only entities allowed to contribute funds to candidates
for federal office. In Citizens United, the Supreme Court over-
turned its own 1990 ruling on Austin v. Michigan Chamber of
Commerce, which allowed states to prohibit corporations from
funding advocacy for or against state candidates. In light of the

ruling, the bans enacted in Amendment 27 may no longer stand.

The court did, however, uphold the constitutionality of the state’s
right to require that corporations, unions and others publicly disclose
the expenditures they make advocating for or against candidates.
These will be interesting times as the ramifications of the ruling
unfold and potential changes for the MHC become evident. th

Chérie Talbert is the vice president of public affairs for HBA of
Metro Denver. For more information about the Metro Housing
Coalition, contact Chérie Talbert at ctalbert@hbadenver.com.





